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Captive in Slave Trade
	Slave trade in Africa came with many consequences. There were the positive results of the trade and there were also the negative results in the trade. The captives went through difficult times before they got to their final destinations. Africans were the main source of labor in the plantations and therefore, there were some challenges and difficulties that they went through before they got to their destinations. The hardships that the slaves faced were not the best since many of them lost their lives during the period or even some contracted diseases. This resulted because the Africans were not treated in a decent manner during the slave trade era. They were just treated as beasts of burden which needed to be transported to their places of work. The discussion below is on the challenges and difficulties that the captives might have faced during their transportation to America.
	According to Marable (2015), west coast Africa was the homeland of many of the captives that were taken to America to work as slaves. In Africa, some of the captives who were sold to the merchants were prisoners of war. If there was war and some of the people were captured, they were detained and later sold to the merchants. In the detention areas, the prisoners suffered a lot. There was no adequate food for all the prisoners and this was a great challenge. Many of the prisoners died even before they got to be transported. In the prison areas, there was also diseases which were transmitted to the captives. This was another difficulty that was experienced by the prisoners which show that many captives suffered in African prisons. Also, the leaders especially the chiefs in the interior of Africa were responsible for the prisoners. The chiefs mistreated them in that they never gave them the required standards for the prisoners. 
	The prisoners were chained on their feet using the shackles or iron. This caused bruises to the legs of the prisoners. The prisoners were chained in caves where they did not receive any food, clothes or water to drink (Moser, 2017). The sick captives were never attended to and many of them succumbed to their wounds. Those who were hurt during the raids did not have anyone to look after them and this made their conditions worse. In the west coast of Africa, many of the captives suffered since there was no one to look after them. They were waiting for their delivery to America.
	The middle passage was the period in which the capture slaves were being crossed over from West Coast Africa to America. The ships that transported the captives were cargo ships in which the cargo being transported was the African slaves. The African being transported in the ships were from different ethnic groups and this made it impossible for communication. During the middle passage, the prisoners were packed in the decks of the cargo ships. The men were shackled together in the legs using iron or shackles.  The prisoners were shackled so closely that they could not get to the toilet bucket and this led to them sleeping in their own filth (Myrdal, 2017). This was the starting point of sicknesses in the decks of the ships.
	 There was no proper disposal of the waste and it contributed to sicknesses in the ships. Seasickness, heat and lack of air also contributed to the worse conditions in the ships. Many people suffered greatly in the ships. There were outbreaks of diseases such a fever and gastroenteritis which is a serious stomach bug. People died in the ships due to the hostile conditions. There was no adequate food for all the people and this worsened their situation. The captives suffered greatly since the voyage took at least thirteen weeks to complete its journey. Few ships crossed the middle passage without deaths. According to Myrdal (2017), the deaths are estimated to be 10-20 percent in every voyage. The deaths were mainly from sickness, suicide and in other cases murder by fellow captives or captains. These are among the challenges faced by the captives in the middle passage. 
	After the middle passage, the lucky survivors came to their destination which was in America. In America, the slaves were brought to the wealthy merchants who owned plantation, mines, textile industries and even cloths industries (Marable, 2015). Hare, the slaves were sold to go work in the specific areas. In the mines, the captives worked all day mining for gold, copper and other materials. There was a lot of suffering since there were no payments for all the workers. The captives were now owned by specific individuals and therefore they were not paid. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In the plantations, due to the use of chemicals in farming, most of the captives lost their lives. According to Moser (2017), the slaves did not have the required materials for their protection and this made it worse since they were using harmful chemicals. There was the loss of lives and disease infections. Also in the textile industries, the slaves were punished and they worked under hostile conditions for supervision. They had guards who watched them as they worked all the time. This made it sure that all the captives were working and no resting time. The difficult labor was another cause of challenges for the captives in America.
	In conclusion, the above discussion spells out some of the challenges that were faced by the captives who were taken from the west coast of Africa. The slaves went through a lot of suffering in the hands of the Europeans. The suffering started in Africa where the captives were held first, then the middle passage where there was transportation from Africa to America and finally in the hands of the Americans. It is evident that many Africans suffered a lot during the slave trade due to certain different reasons as it has been mentioned above.
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